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reconstruction which is not likely to be completed to-
morrow must, if they are to have any hope of success, be
able to approach their goal by degrees, through measures
which are of some use in themselves, even if they should
not ultimately lead to the desired end. There must be
activities which train men for those that they are ultimately
to carry out, and there must be possible achievements in
the near future, not only a vague hope of a distant paradise.
But although I believe that all this is true, I believe no
less firmly that really vital and radical reform requires
some vision beyond the immediate future, some realiza-
tion of what human beings might make of human life if
they chose. Without some such hope, men will not have
tie energy and enthusiasm necessary to overcome opposi-
tion, or tie steadfastness to persist when their aims are
for the moment unpopular. Every man who has really
sincere desire for any great amelioration in the conditions
of life has first to face ridicule, then persecution, then
cajolery and attempts at subtle corruption. We know from
painful experience how few pass unscathed through these
three ordeals. The last especially, when the reformer is
shown all the kingdoms of the earth, is difficult, indeed
almost impossible, except for those who have made their
ultimate goal vivid to themselves by dear and definite
thought
Economic systems are concerned essentially with the
production and distribution of material goods. Our
present system is wasteful on the production side, and
unjust on the side of distribution. It involves a life of
slavery to economic forces for the great majority of the
community, and for the minority a degree of power over